Book of Revelation
17 – The Lamb and the Scroll with Seven Seals – 144,000 and Great Multitude – Part 2
[A Great Multitude from Every Nation]

[9] After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, [10] and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” [11] And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, [12] saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”

[13] Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where have they come?” [14] I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

[15] “Therefore they are before the throne of God,


and serve him day and night in his temple;


and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.

[16] They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore;


the sun shall not strike them,


nor any scorching heat.

[17] For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd,


and he will guide them to springs of living water,

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”   (Revelation 7:9-17 ESV)

 1. Frame of Reference

(a) Backdrop consists of throne room temple in heaven, God on throne, Lamb opening scroll, living creatures, 24 elders, angels

(b) The events of the seals are not the scroll contents

(c) Projecting forward, we have assumed the scroll is the book of life

 i. The seals, then, function to protect and authenticate the names contained in the book

(d) Six of the seven seals have been opened so far – four horsemen, a martyr church, and the Judgment Day of the Lord

 i. “Who can stand?” was the question at the end of the sixth seal

 ii. “No one” is the presumed answer
 iii. Audience assumes seventh seal will now be opened

(e) Seventh seal was not opened, but an “interlude” back in heaven

 i. A “pause” button in the progression of judgment

 ii. A group identified as the 144,000

 A. Reminiscent of Israelite military census – complete count of those able to wage war

 B. Not to be taken literally

 C. Represents the complete group of God's people throughout history

 D. Same as the Great Multitude

(f) Answer to “Who can stand?”

 i. God's people

 2. Background review

(a) What John hears vs. what he sees are not always the same

 i. Revelation 1 – a loud voice like a trumpet; sees one like a son of man

 ii. Revelation 5 – hears “Lion of Judah”; sees a Lamb

 iii. Double versions of visions sometimes occur in the Old Testament, too; cf. Genesis 41:25-27 (IVP BBC NT)

 iv. White robes were appropriate for worship in the temple and were also used for the worship of gods in Asia Minor. Palm branches were especially used in the celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles. In the future, the remnant of all nations would go up to Jerusalem to worship at the Feast of Tabernacles (Zech. 14:16); as in apocalyptic texts, the earthly future realm is in some sense presently fulfilled in heaven. Palm branches celebrated the victory of Israel’s exodus from Egypt, and the feast commemorated God’s faithfulness to them during their wanderings in the wilderness, when they were totally dependent on him. (ibid)

(b) Parallels between chapters 7 and 4-5 (via RNT)

 i. General chiastic structure

 A. A → before the action: “has conquered” (5:5); 

were “sealed” (7:4)

 B. B → the action: the Lamb comes and takes the scroll (5:7); 

the Great Multitude cries out in praise (7:10)

 C. A' → after the action: “by the blood didst ransom... and hast made” (5:9-10); 
 
“they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood” (7:14)

 3. Working through the text

(a) Does this scene represent a point in time (i.e., end of time) or is it figurative?

 i. Already discussed that fifth seal – slain souls under the altar – represent not literal martyrs, but the Church throughout history

 A. These souls are the Great Multitude of chapter 7

 B. The souls represent the Church opposed by the systems of the world at each point in history

 C. The question raised by the souls, “How long?” is sort of answered in chapter 7

· God will bring salvation and judgment in his own time

 ii. This scene is not limited to the end time

 A. Every generation of the Church repeats this scene

(b) The Church can include every person

 i. No restriction on who can belong

 ii. What is the qualification for belonging? Just a few more verses down.

(c) The Lamb (Jesus) holds equal authority with God

 i. Wrath of the Lamb (judgment) → 6:16

 ii. Salvation also from the Lamb → 7:10

(d) Worship scene resumes where it left off in 5:13-14

 i. 5:14 ends with “Amen” and the elders falling down and worshiping

 ii. 7:11-12 begins with living creatures and elders falling down and with the word, “Amen”

 iii. Then it continues with “Blessing and glory...” which echoes 5:13

(e) An Elder coming to speak to John

 i. 5:5 → when John weeps that no one can open the scroll, an elder comes to reveal that the Lion of Judah (that appears as a Lamb that was slain) can open it

 ii. 7:13 → an elder comes to ask John about the Great Multitude and how they got there and explains that they got there through the blood of the Lamb

 iii. Implication: Scroll and Great Multitude are intimately related; i.e., further evidence that scroll is the Book of Life

(f) The Great Tribulation – what is it?

 i. “The” → does it particularize the great tribulation (as in English)?

 ii. Greek → definite article can serve to emphasize the noun rather than particularize it

 iii. v.14 can be read, “These are the ones coming out of [the] great tribulation...”

 A. i.e., great tribulation is not a specific, particular event, but a general event

 iv. Furthermore, “coming out” is in the present tense, meaning this event is already happening during John's writing

 v. Back to the fifth seal → the martyr church → true for every generation of the Church

 vi. i.e., Great Tribulation is not just about end time, but about all of Church history

 A. Letter to Smyrna (2:8-11) applicable to all churches across history

 vii. However, there is also an allusion to Daniel 12:1 

 A. Clearly associates time of trouble with book of life

 B. Seems to indicate a special tribulation unlike any that has been seen

 C. Daniel 12:2 might place the tribulation immediately preceding a general resurrection

 D. However, keep in mind principle of interpretation: OT allusions do not necessarily have to incorporate every detail when allusion seen in Revelation

 viii. Alternatively and simultaneously, “coming out of” can also mean those who have been spared the experience of great tribulation that is falling on the rest of the world (c.f., Philadelphia, 3:10; sixth seal, 6:12-17)

 A. Salvation/deliverance from tribulation

(g) Robes → washed white in blood of the Lamb

 i. White robes → given to victors

 ii. Palm branches → a symbol of victory

 A. Together → illustrates the “military” motif of the 144,000

 iii. Washing → allusion to preparation for meeting God at Sinai (Exodus 19:10, 14)

 iv. Importance of blood of Jesus/Lamb → 1:5; 5:9

 A. Blood of Jesus frees people from slavery

 B. Blood of Jesus ransoms people for God 

 v. Revelation describes white robes as both being given and those who have them taking active part in washing them 

 A. Christians are active participants in salvation

 B. Jesus is the primary actor in providing the robe, but Christians are called to participate in the salvation life

 C. The act of washing in Jesus' blood may represent Christians' commitment to participate in the self-sacrificing service of love, unto death, that Jesus lived

 vi. Robe represents belonging

(h) Results of salvation (a number of these will be found again in chs. 21 and 22)

 i. In the presence of God

 ii. Serve as priests in God's temple (c.f., 5:10 – kingdom of priests)

 iii. God will shelter his people (Isaiah 4:5-6 – a new exodus)

 iv. Protection from hunger, thirst, and elements (Isiah 49:10; Psalm 121:6 – OT prophecies of a future salvation)

 v. The Lamb is also the Shepherd who guides and protects his people (Psalm 23; Isaiah 49:10)

 vi. All cause for sorrow, loss, pain, etc. will be removed (Isaiah 25:8 – a future banquet for God's people)

 4. Summary

(a) The Great Multitude and the 144,000 are the same group – God's people

(b) God's people are continuously experiencing and being delivered from tribulation

(c) Jesus is God

(d) Christians receive salvation from God, and as their acceptance commit themselves to a life of self-sacrificing service

(e) Those who are saved belong to God/Jesus and serve him continuously

(f) Those who belong to God are safe – not all fulfillments necessarily applicable to this life

(g) “Who can stand?” → emphatically answered: God's servants

(h) The opening of the seventh seal awaits, but that will reveal another surprise
